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A message from the ArchbishopLiverpool

Each Sunday at Mass we sing the song of the Angdtsry to God in the

highesRU I Yy R § K Savan® yharusAHoly,H&S Holy Lord God of
Hosts.) Singing is an important part of our Catholic tradition: indeed St
Augustineoncesaj® 2 aAy3 A& (2 LINFIe& (dsAO0S

We are very fortunate at Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral to have choirs
leading musian the liturgy on a daily basidt is through their mirstry of
musicthat many people who enter the Cathedral come to know the beauty
of God.

Being a chorister is a unique opportunity for a young child in our
Archdiocese.lt is an opportunity to engge with music, learn more about
our Catholic faith and bring joy and hope to many.

The high musical standards that the choir achgame a daily basis do not
happen without sacrifice: many hours are spent in rehelaasal liturgies
take place each dayBut for those who are fortunate enough to have the
experience of being ehorister, it is indeed a liforming experience.

| commend to you the opportunity for yoehild to consider a choristership
at Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral.

Yours in Christ

+ Malcolm McMahon OP
Archbishop of Liverpool




Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral Choir

The choir of Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral offers boys and girlsthe very best musical education
along with unigue opportunitiesto take part in numerous liturgies,concerts, tours and broadcasts
onradio and TV.

Being a chorister providesa unique musical education, and opens up a world of new experiences.

We are looking for boys and girlswho:
have a passion for singng
enjoy working asateam
want to excel on a daily basis
will be ambassalorsfor both the cathedral and the city
want to experience other placesand cultureson tours
enjoy a musical challenge that will set them up for life!

How doesthe choir work?

Boys are normally accepted into the Cathedral Choir betweenthe ages of 7 and 9. The 25 boys
receive placesat the cathedralQ & 2 dzy eni@rblbir-sghdols &@Sandfield Parkup tothe age of
11 at Runnymede StEdwardQ School,and thereafter by automatic entry to St EdwardQ College
under the aptitude for music criteria

Girlsreceive placesat St EdwardQ College for the duration of their secondaryschool career. They
beginin the choir asprobationersin year 6 (duringwhich time they remain at their primary school)
before beginning at StEdwardQCollege in year 7, admitted under the aptitude for music criteria

Both boys and girlsstart asprobationers,gradually increasingheir commitment and contributionto
the choir. Dutiesincrease asthey gain experience until they become full choristers, following the
complete routine of the choir.

Would my dild have to change schools?

BOYS Yes- all boy choristers are educated at the two cathedral choir schools. Thisis necessary as
the choir rehearse most morningsdirecly before school lesons begn, and travel by coachHrom
the choir schoolsto the cathedral for services.

Fees ae payable at Runnymede, but not at StEdwardQCollege. Thismeansboys inyears 36 do have
to pay school fees. However once they enter St EdwardQ College in year 7, no school fees are
payable. Limted financial assstance is available to assst parents of boys inyears 3-6 with school
feesat Runnymede.

GIRLSGirl choristers remaim their primary school untthe end of year gbefore beingadmitted
G2 {0 9R¢ latNiR Befinnin@df fe&B.A4 S
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What are the benefits of being a athedral chorister?

Cloristersbecome usedto working to the highest sandardsin allthat they do on a daily basis. ills
that they learn in choir adivitiesare very much transferable, such as:

Sef-discipline, organisation and responsibility
Timemanagement and team work

Ability to concentrate for prolonged periods
Reading and singing in avariety of languages
Sriving for excellence on a daily basis

Musically, all choristers receive theory and vocal tuition, providing them with skills that will be of
great benefit beyond their time in the choir.\

Where do the dhoristerssing?

Boy and girl choristers have the daily privilege of singing in LiverpoolMetropolitan Cathedral, a truly
unique building with breathtaking architecure and a wonderful acoustic In additionto this, the choir
goes ontour, both nationally and internationally, as well as performing at concerts and services in
churchesand concert hallsin the locality.

Recent foreigntours have included Italy, Gemany, USA, Canala and France. Local trips have includdd
the Isle of ManlL.ondon Birmingham, Dubliny orkshire and Worcester.

The choristersregularly broadcast on radio and television and record critically acdaimed CDs.In 2013
Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral treble Jack Topping became the youngest ever artist to fsic
LINEFSaaAz2ylf NBO2NRAY3I O2yUNr OO 6AGK 59/ /!
worldwide audience.

Additionally the choristerson occasionperform with other notable musical groups such asthe Royal
Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra, Westminster Cathedral Choithe City of London Sinfonia afd
frequently collaborate with our sister Cathedral at the other end of Hope Street.

What costs are involved?

Asde from school fees for boy chorgtersin years 3-6, there are NO costs payable to the Cathedral

for this tremendous musical training. The boys and girlsrecewve daily musical tuition and direction
from the athedral musicstaff and individual voice lessons are provided freeto all choristers.






Doesmy dild need to play amusical instrument?

Phying a musical instrument is of huge benefit to choristers. It enablesthem to expand their
musicianship, develop their musical reading skills and allows them to continue with music m&ing
beyond their days asa chorister.

Many children who attend for audition aschoristers already play a musical instrument. Once accepted
asa probationer, your child would be expededto have regular lesns on one or more instruments
for (at least) the duration of their choristership.

The GithedralQ @noir Sclools
Runnymede S EdwardQ School

Runymede St EdwardQ School,is a co-educational, Catholic independent
schooladministered by the Cangregation of Chrtian Brothersand isthe junior &&
choir school to the Metropolitan Cathedral of Chret the King, Liverpool.
Runnymede educates and cares for children between the ages of three and
eleven years, and has a proven track record of academic axd muscal
excellence, afantastic range of extra-curricular adivitiesand an atmosphere of
openness.

The recent Independent SchoolSlnspedorate report notedthat at Runnymede StEdward®@ dThe

pupA fsucdssin academicwork, sport and musicis due largelyto their very posttive attitudesto

learning, the opportunitiesprovided by the curriculum and the good quality of teaching they receve.
Their behaviour is excellent and they enjoy high-quality relationships among themselesand with their
teachersand other staff¢ To book a tour of the School, please contact the Admissions team on 0361
281 2300

S EdwardQ@Cdlege
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™= L in West Derby in Liverpoollt has been the Senior Choir School to fhe
™ Metropolitan Cathedral of irist the King since the 1970shas approximatel
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its last three Ofsted and Archdiocesan inspecsionThe College is heavil
oversubscribed, with several applications for every Year 7 pldeapil
attainment is very high with most pupils leaving the College bound for
University.

The College haan enviable reputation for its academic achievementjit

community, demonstrating commitment, caring for others and striving for success, whichpimdee
education provided to all pupils, are based firmly on the values promoted by Blessed Edmund Ric
founder of the Congregation of Christian Brothers and Father James Nugent who, in 1853, estdbl
the Catholic Institute in Liverpool, whichilsE NJ 6 SO YS { i 9Rél NRQa / 2§t






