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A message from the Archbishop of Liverpool 
 
Each Sunday at Mass we sing the song of the Angels (ΨGlory to God in the 
highestΩύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƙeavenly chorus (Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of 
Hosts.)  Singing is an important part of our Catholic tradition: indeed St 
Augustine once said, Ψ¢ƻ ǎƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ǘǿƛŎŜΦΩ 
 
We are very fortunate at Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral to have choirs 
leading music in the liturgy on a daily basis.  It is through their ministry of 
music that many people who enter the Cathedral come to know the beauty 
of God. 
 
Being a chorister is a unique opportunity for a young child in our 
Archdiocese.  It is an opportunity to engage with music, learn more about 
our Catholic faith and bring joy and hope to many.   
 
The high musical standards that the choir achieves on a daily basis do not 
happen without sacrifice: many hours are spent in rehearsal and liturgies 
take place each day.  But for those who are fortunate enough to have the 
experience of being a chorister, it is indeed a life-forming experience. 
 
I commend to you the opportunity for your child to consider a choristership 
at Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
+ Malcolm McMahon OP 
Archbishop of Liverpool 



 

 Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral Choir 
 

The choir of Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral offers boys and girls the very best musical education 
along with unique opportunities to take part in numerous liturgies, concerts, tours and broadcasts 
on radio and TV. 

Being a chorister provides a unique musical education, and opens up a world of new experiences. 

We are looking for boys and girls who: 

Å have a passion for singing 

Å enjoy working as a team  

Å want to excel on a daily basis 

Å will be ambassadors for both the cathedral and the city 

Å want to experience other places and cultures on tours 

Å enjoy a musical challenge that will set them up for life! 
 
 

How does the choir work? 

Boys are normally accepted into the Cathedral Choir between the ages of 7 and 9.  The 25 boys 
receive places at the cathedralΩǎ ƧǳƴƛƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǎenior choir schools in Sandfield Park: up to the age of 
11 at Runnymede St EdwardΩs School, and thereafter by automatic entry to St EdwardΩs College 
under the aptitude for music criteria. 

 
 

Girls receive places at St EdwardΩs College for the duration of their secondary school career. They 
begin in the choir as probationers in year 6 (during which time they remain at their primary school) 
before beginning at St EdwardΩs College in year 7, admitted under the aptitude for music criteria. 

 
 

Both boys and girls start as probationers, gradually increasing their commitment and contribution to 
the choir. Duties increase as they gain experience until they become full choristers, following the 
complete routine of the choir. 

 
 

Would my child have to change schools? 

BOYS:   Yes - all boy choristers are educated at the two cathedral choir schools.  This is necessary as 
the choir rehearse most mornings directly before school lessons begin, and travel by coach from 
the choir schools to the cathedral for services. 

 

Fees are payable at Runnymede, but not at St EdwardΩs College.  This means boys in years 3-6 do have 
to pay school fees. However once they enter St EdwardΩs College in year 7, no school fees are 
payable.  Limited financial assistance is available to assist parents of boys in years 3-6 with school 
fees at Runnymede. 
 
GIRLS: Girl choristers remain in their primary school until the end of year 6, before being admitted 
ǘƻ {ǘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ at the beginning of year 7. 
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What are the benefits of being a cathedral chorister? 
 
 

Choristers become used to working to the highest standards in all that they do on a daily basis.  Skills 
that they learn in choir activities are very much transferable, such as: 

 
 

Å Self-discipline, organisation and responsibility 

Å Time management and team work 

Å Ability to concentrate for prolonged periods 

Å Reading and singing in a variety of languages 

Å Striving for excellence on a daily basis 
 
 

Musically, all choristers receive theory and vocal tuition, providing them with skills that will be of 
great benefit beyond their time in the choir.  

 
 

Where do the choristers sing? 
 
 

Boy and girl choristers have the daily privilege of singing in Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral, a truly 
unique building with breathtaking architecture and a wonderful acoustic! In addition to this, the choir 
goes on tour, both nationally and internationally, as well as performing at concerts and services in 
churches and concert halls in the locality. 

 
 

Recent foreign tours have included Italy, Germany, USA, Canada and France.  Local trips have included 
the Isle of Man, London, Birmingham, Dublin, Yorkshire and Worcester.  

 
 

The choristers regularly broadcast on radio and television and record critically acclaimed CDs.  In 2013, 
Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral treble Jack Topping became the youngest ever artist to sign a 
ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ 59//! ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΣ ǊŜƭŜŀǎƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜōǳǘ /5 Ψ²ƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ²ƻǊƭŘΩ ǘƻ ŀ 
worldwide audience. 

   
  Additionally the choristers on occasion perform with other notable musical groups such as the Royal 
Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra, Westminster Cathedral Choir, the City of London Sinfonia and 
frequently collaborate with our sister Cathedral at the other end of Hope Street. 

 
 

What costs are involved? 
 
 

Aside from school fees for boy choristers in years 3-6, there are NO costs payable to the Cathedral 
for this tremendous musical training. The boys and girls receive daily musical tuition and direction 
from the cathedral music staff and individual voice lessons are provided free to all choristers. 
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Does my child need to play a musical instrument? 

Playing a musical instrument is of huge benefit to choristers. It enables them to expand their 
musicianship, develop their musical reading skills and allows them to continue with music making 
beyond their days as a chorister. 

 

Many children who attend for audition as choristers already play a musical instrument. Once accepted 
as a probationer, your child would be expected to have regular lessons on one or more instruments 
for (at least) the duration of their choristership.  
 

 
 

The CathedralΩǎ Choir Schools 

Runnymede St EdwardΩs School  
   

Runnymede St EdwardΩs School, is a co-educational, Catholic independent 
school administered by the Congregation of Christian Brothers and is the junior 
choir school to the Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ the King, Liverpool. 
Runnymede educates and cares for children between the ages of three and 
eleven years, and has a proven track record of academic and musical 
excellence, a fantastic range of extra-curricular activities and an atmosphere of 
openness. 

The recent Independent SchoolsΩ Inspectorate report noted that at Runnymede St EdwardΩs άThe 

pupƛƭǎΩ success in academic work, sport and music is due largely to their very positive attitudes to 

learning, the opportunities provided by the curriculum and the good quality of teaching they receive.  

Their behaviour is excellent and they enjoy high-quality relationships among themselves and with their 

teachers and other staff.έ  To book a tour of the School, please contact the Admissions team on 0151 

281 2300. 

St EdwardΩs College  
 

{ǘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ мм-18 Catholic co-educational school located 
in West Derby in Liverpool.  It has been the Senior Choir School to the 
Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ the King since the 1970s.It has approximately 
ммлл ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ мол ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭΤ ōŜƛƴƎ ƎǊŀŘŜŘ ΨhǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΩ ƛƴ 
its last three Ofsted and Archdiocesan inspections.  The College is heavily 
oversubscribed, with several applications for every Year 7 place.  Pupil 
attainment is very high with most pupils leaving the College bound for 
University.   

The College has an enviable reputation for its academic achievement, its 
sporting success in many disciplines and the quality of its music education. The priorities of serving the 
community, demonstrating commitment, caring for others and striving for success, which underpin the 
education provided to all pupils, are based firmly on the values promoted by Blessed Edmund Rice, the 
founder of the Congregation of Christian Brothers and Father James Nugent who, in 1853, established 
the Catholic Institute in Liverpool, which laǘŜǊ ōŜŎŀƳŜ {ǘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ 
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